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Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District 
Board of Directors Meeting 

MINUTES 
Thursday, March 4, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 

Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District 
4201 Guardian Street, Simi Valley, CA 93063 • Activity Room 3 

(805) 584-4400 
Meeting held via Zoom - a video recording is 

available on the District Website at www.rsrpd.org. 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - Chair Dennert called the Meeting to 
Order at 6:30pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Eagle Scout Jackson Gray. 

2. ROLLCALL - Directors Abele, Freeman, Gray, Vice Chair O'Brien, and Chair Dennert were 
present. Staff in attendance included: Laura Ballantoni, Danielle June, Wayne Nakaoka, Kelly 
Negrete, Bobby Paramo, Dan Paranick, Theresa Pennington, Brian Reed, Alex Stumfoll, Gina 
Viecco, and District Counsel Brian Pierik 

Guests attended tonight's meeting via Zoom. Those who made public comments are listed under the 
appropriate item below. 

3. AGENDA REVIEW -There were no requested changes to tonight's Agenda. 

4. PUBLIC STATEMENTS (ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA) 

Disc Golf player Kristin Lee stated more people are starting to play locally and they would like to be 
more involved with the District. They are looking to foster a mutually beneficial relationship between 
the District and the Rancho Simi Disc Golf Club. Chair Dennert referred her to Interim Director of 
Recreation, Danielle June, who provided her email address. 

Local Skateboarder Adam Swanson stated he was very sorry about the incident at the Skate Plaza. 
He appreciates the extra lighting added to the park and would like to see that around the actual Plaza 
itself. He did speak with Landscape Designer, Tom Evans, who will be looking into the issue with 
the curbs. District Manager Paranick stated the design issues with the Park will be discussed at the 
Board Meeting on March 18th• 

Resident Allegra Reid spoke on behalf of the currently 24 domestic Chinese Geese that have lived at 
Rancho Simi Community Park their entire lives. They were abandoned at the park and are unable to 
fend for themselves. She suggested updating signage at the park with specific rules for feeding and 
interacting with the birds. She and her husband are retired and would be devastated to see the birds 
relocated. 

Local resident Sara King has started an animal rescue here in Simi Valley and has been feeding the 
domestic Geese since 2012. She would like to contribute funds towards signs at the park. She doesn't 
feel the birds can handle being relocating, they have lived at Rancho Simi Community Park their 
entire lives. The wild Canadian Geese are the real problem. She would love to work with the District 
to assist with creating and posting permanent informational signs with rules at the park. 
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Resident Laureen Maloney spoke regarding the domestic Chinese Geese at Rancho Simi Community 
Park. The geese have lived at the park their entire lives and are unable to relocate on their own. Some 
of them are very old and she doesn't feel they could handle being moved. Her granddaughter has 
helped take care of the geese her entire life and would be devastated to see them relocated. 

Alannah, granddaughter of previous speaker Laureen Maloney, added the geese cannot fly to get their 
own food and there is a group on Facebook who coordinate feedings. People feeding bread to the 
birds contribute to the problem with the messiness of the birds. She suggested a vending machine 
with appropriate food and signs to deter feeding unhealthy food such as bread. 

Chair Dennert would like this issue added to a future Agenda. 

District Manager Paranick read emails from Lorraine Aubert and Nancy De Long who are both 
against moving the domestic Chinese Geese from Rancho Simi Community Park. 

Paranick added after a previous discussion with the Board regarding the problems with the geese, 
staff has drafted a plan to address the situation. He added, as a reminder, the District has received 
many complaints regarding the bird overpopulation and it continues to be a significant burden for 
Maintenance staff. 

Dennert requested any permanent decisions be put on hold until this has been added to a future 
Meeting Agenda for further discussion by the Board. 

Jonathan Beck, a resident who has lived in Simi Valley for 35 years, added the park is widely referred 
to as "Duck Park" and is known for the birds that live there. People in Simi Valley love these birds. 
He is against moving them, they have been here for at least 15 years and this is their home. He 
suggested people should appreciate what we have and not look to get rid of things. He suggested 
dealing with this in a positive way as a community. 

Oak Park Committee Member Dani Brusius stated there are about a half to a full dozen palms along 
the Medea Creek Trail that appear to be dead and she feels this is a fire hazard. She appreciated the 
added trash cans and benches in the Oak Park area. 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District Board Meeting- February 18, 2021 - Vice Chair 
O'Brien moved to approve the Minutes as written. Director Abele seconded the motion. The 
motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

6. CONSENT AGENDA (Matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered routine and shall 
be acted upon without discussion by one motion approving the Consent Agenda. If discussion is 
desired the item may be removed from the Consent Agenda upon a Director's request.) 

a. Approval of 2/15/21 Accounts Payable Check Register and 2/12/21 Payroll Check Register 
- Director Freeman moved to approved the Consent Agenda. Vice Chair O'Brien seconded 
the motion. The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

7. PRESENTATIONS, SCHEDULED ITEMS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 

a. Presentation of the Full-Time Employee of the Month for February 2021 to Robert Paramo -
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Theresa Pennington, Director of Administration presented Robert with his Plaque and he will 
receive a paid day off. Robert is a Buildings Specialist with the Planning and Maintenance 
Department. He has worked with the District for 4.5 years; this is his first Employee of the 
Month Award. Bobby thanked everyone; he will continue to work hard for the District. 

Director Abele was at the office when Bobby was getting his picture taken and he really does 
have a great, positive attitude. He thanked Bobby for his hard work and great attitude. 

Wayne Nakaoka added Bobby really does so many things within the District. Anything 
plumbing and water related he works on. He is a great worker to have on the team and always 
has a great attitude. 

Chair Dennert thanked Bobby for his work with the District. He added his kids have always 
enjoyed the Splash Pad. 

b. Status of the Districts Response to the COVID-19 Coronavirus Pandemic- The Verbal Report 
was provided by Dan Paranick, District Manager. There was one complaint received 
regarding youth activity at Rancho Madera Community Park. There have been no positive 
COVID-19 cases within the District since the previous Board Meeting. All outdoor sports can 
re-open including games with COVID-19 guidelines in place. Staff has the sports fields 
prepped and they are ready for use. District staff has already implemented the following 
outdoor programming: Disc Golf League, Batting Cage League, and the Outdoor Softball 
League. The School District will be re-opening school campus fields and courts, which will 
allow pickleball to resume at those locations. Staff is tracking the new Federal COVID-19 
Relief Bill and looking for any possible opportunities for the District. 

Dennert thanked our local partners at the School District and Simi Valley Hospital for 
assisting with vaccine distribution last weekend. He received his 1st shot and encouraged 
others to do so if possible. There was an opportunity to offer a few extra vaccines to some of 
the After-School Club workers. Pennington stated it was a team effort with Danielle June and 
Richard Lemmo to notify eligible workers. June thanked the School District for offering the 
extra doses. Dennert requested staff to promote the upcoming Disc Golf League on Facebook. 

8. CONTINUED BUSINESS - NONE 

9. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Discuss and Provide Possible Direction Regarding Incident and Response/ Action Plan -
Berylwood Park/Skate Plaza - The Verbal Report was provided by Dan Paranick, District 
Manager. He reported both injured employees are recovering and doing as well as can be 
expected. He spoke with the Simi Valley Police today; they are actively working the case but 
had no new information. Staff is working to secure both Beryl wood Park and the Skate Plaza, 
there have been 4 all-hands meetings to date to discuss this issue. Some extra measures were 
put in place to include: no employees at the site in the evening, 2 Rangers at the site through 
next week, extra patrols by local Police, closing both the Skate Plaza and Berylwood Park at 
8 :00pm, installation of security cameras, installation of more lighting, among other items. 
Paranick added families are starting to return to the park; the Community has been appalled 
by this incident and are happy to see the extra security measures. 

Freeman asked where the Rangers were at the time of the altercation. Paranick responded they 
were on duty but not at this location at the time of the incident. 
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O'Brien suggested a volunteer citizen patrol in the area of the Skate Plaza. Paranick responded 
that is possible and it could be beneficial to have more eyes on the park. 

Abele added he is glad to hear the employees are recovering. He thanked Paranick and staff 
for working so fast to address the safety issue for the community. 

Paranick added things had been quiet for some time at the Skate Plaza after the initial issues. 
Unfortunately, this troublemaking group of teenagers returned again to the park. Staff is 
working to have consistent safety measures in place for the long term. 

Gray thanked Paranick, District staff, and Simi Valley Police Department (SVPD) for 
addressing the issue so quickly. He is happy to hear the staff members are recovering. 

Paranick stated the SVPD have been great with their assistance and working the case. The 
neighborhood has been in support of keeping the park open, with additional safety measures 
in place. 

Dennert likes the addition of the security cameras. He would like this item added to a future 
Agenda, to keep the Board updated. He also suggested signage for the fencing between the 
Park and Berylwood Elementary as this group of troublemakers have been jumping the fence 
to escape from authorities. Paranick responded there is a new, taller fence that has already 
been put in. Dennert also suggested others could assist in locking park locations so the 
Rangers can be in other areas. 

There was no action taken by the Board tonight. 

b. Discuss and Consider Approving Fiscal Year 2021/22 Golf Fees - The Staff Report was 
provided by Brian Reed, Golf Course Manager. Reed provided a detailed breakdown of 
revenue and usage for both Simi Hills and Sinaloa over the last several years. Due to COVID-
19 restrictions on other recreational activities, both courses registered an increase in patronage 
during 2020. Staff recommends a hybrid approach to increase fees for Fiscal Year 2021/22 
anticipating some drop-off on actual rounds played as other activities start to reopen. 

Gray asked about the course capacity with total rounds. Paranick replied most courses would 
not want to run at capacity. Reed, agreed as it would inhibit the enjoyment of the game, about 
70% capacity is the sweet spot. 

Abele asked ifthere have been some slight increases since the Golf Committee Meeting was 
held. Reed replied after the Committee Meeting, he took into consideration the comments and 
did some additional research which resulted in some increases. Abele also asked why wait 
until July I, 2021. Paranick responded just trying to align the increase with the fiscal year for 
budgetary reasons. Abele feels it would be more effective to increase rates sooner, possibly 
by May I st

• He is happy to see the rate increases being higher, he thinks this is a good time to 
be aggressive due to high demand. Since this is not a need-based activity, he is comfortable 
raising rates. 

Dennert asked with school sports resuming all at the same time, how will staff accommodate 
everyone. Reed replied it is a bit of a challenge to balance both boys' and girls' teams along 
with the increased demands, especially with the Driving Range being full all day now, 
however, they have managed to handle the increased demands. 
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Dennert asked about High School golf team member students who are already 18, would they 
still get the student discount. Reed responded he can't recall this coming up previously, but it 
can be done. 

Freeman added we are so fortunate to have both courses, it is such a benefit to the District. 
She thanked Reed and his Staff for doing an excellent job. 

Motion: Director Abele moved to approve staff's recommendation for rate changes along with 
providing Reed discretionary ability to extend discounts to 18-year-old students still in High 
School. Director Freeman seconded the motion. The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

c. Discuss and Provide Direction Regarding the Use of One-Wheeler Devices in Parks - The 
Staff Report was provided by Theresa Pennington, Director of Administration. At the request 
of Chair Dennert, staff has researched One-Wheeler devices for possible use on District 
property. These have been popular since 2014, however due to the high cost are not widely 
used. The District has not received any complaints or requests from the Community regarding 
the use of these devices. 

Dennert added One-Wheelers are often used in Simi Valley on the trails. He wants to be sure 
that the Rangers are aware these are allowed. 

Freeman is concerned there is a conflict, as this is a powered device, it seems to be a lack of 
consistency. Dennert replied these devices are similar to a pedal assist bicycle which are 
currently allowed. Abele agreed, these appear to be most similar to a pedal assist bike. 

Paranick asked for clarification if these will be allowed on both trails and in the parks. Dennert 
would like to see them allowed in both trails and parks. Paranick would suggest if adding 
these to the current Ordinance, he would suggest Alternative 1. 

O'Brien asked if there is any data in regards to accidents. Paranick replied these devices are 
relatively new and very expensive, there is not a lot of data. 

Motion: Director Abele moved to approve directing staff to bring back an ordinance allowing 
one-wheelers in parks and on trails. Chair Dennert seconded the motion. The motion carried 
with a unanimous vote. 

d. Resolution No. 2005 Approving Workers' Compensation Coverage for Volunteers - The 
Staff Report was provided by Theresa Pennington, Director of Administration. The District 
currently has 900 individuals registered as volunteers who assist in many different areas. 
From a risk management standpoint, CAPRI prefers to extend Workers' Compensation 
coverage to volunteers at its member's Districts. This will help to mitigate any possible issues 
with volunteer injuries. 

Dennert asked who brought this item to the District's attention. Pennington replied CAPRI 
has offer~d this to all of their clients. 

Motion: Vice Chair O'Brien moved to approve Resolution No. 2005. Director Abele 
seconded the motion. The motion carried with the following Roll Call vote: 

Ayes: Abele, Dennert, Freeman, Gray, O'Brien 
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Noes: 
Absent: 
Abstain: 

Chair Dennert called a 5-minute Recess at 8:23pm. 

Chair Dennert called the Meeting back to Order at 8:28pm. 

e. Approval of Park District Participation in the State of the City Presentation - The Verbal 
Report was provided by Dan Paranick, District Manager. The City of Simi Valley invited the 
School and Park District to participate in this year's virtual presentation. He feels this would 
be a good opportunity, it will be a 5-minute presentation by the Board Chair on March 161h• 

Abele feels this would be a good idea. 

Gray asked if Paranick or Dennert will be the speaker at the presentation. Paranick responded 
Dennert will give the presentation. The Chair and District Manager will collaborate on the 
content. 

The Board directed Staff to move forward with this presentation. 

f. California Special Districts Association (CSDA) is Calling for Nominations to Fill Coastal 
Network Seat A on their Board of Directors for the New Term from 2022 to 2024-The Staff 
Report was provided by Dan Paranick, District Manager. It is recommended the Board discuss 
and consider providing a nomination to fill the open seat on CSDA's Board of Directors. 

Freeman suggested nominating Elaine Magner from Pleasant Valley for re-election. She's a 
retired Police Officer and is very involved with Little League. She works hard for CSDA and 
is great about promoting Park Districts. 

Motion: Director Freeman moved nominate Elaine Magner. Director O'Brien seconded the 
motion. The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

10. WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS OF NOTE - Paranick reported the District has received 
communications regarding the Skate Plaza and the Chinese Geese at Rancho Simi Community Park. 

11. REPORTS BYBOARDMEMBERS 

Director Freeman attended the CARPD Legislative meeting and the Historical Society Committee 
meeting with O'Brien. They had postponed the Civil War Days from February to May of this year, 
they will discuss again at next meeting. 

Director Abele had no events to report since the previous Board Meeting. 

Director Gray's cousin Jackson Gray was the Eagle Scout who led the Pledge of Allegiance tonight. 
He's very proud of him, he just got his Eagle within the last month. He attended the Chamber of 
Commerce Legislative meeting, several people approached him regarding re-opening pickleball and 
to say they were excited about the Story Walk. He attended the CARPD orientation for new members 
which was interesting. He suggested the possibility of applying for a National Gold Medal Award 
through the National Recreation and Park Association Magazine. Paranick replied staff will be 
looking into applying for more of these types of awards in the future. In closing Gray highlighted the 
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National Suicide Prevention Hotline (800-273-8255) adding this service is available not only for 
emergencies but also to offer advice and information to the public. 

Vice Chair O'Brien attended the Historical Society Committee meeting with Freeman. They 
discussed re-opening the park, Civil War Days, and wind damage to some of the buildings. She 
inquired about a trash receptacle at Lincoln Park. Nakaoka responded he will check on this, it has 
been ordered. O'Brien added she is very happy to hear the employees injured at the Skate Plaza are 
recovering well. 

Chair Dennert met with Nakaoka and Ballantoni regarding placement of Girl Scout owl boxes, it's 
about volunteering within the Community and supporting Scouts, the boxes will also help with rodent 
control. He is looking forward to Concerts in the Park returning and possibly allowing some young 
bands to play as opening acts. Since the Civil War Days event has been postponed, he suggested a 
Juneteenth celebration could be included as well. He participated in Read Across America with 
Kindergarten teacher Mrs. Gray. Dennert asked about nominations for Earth Day. Ballantoni replied 
so far, we have received 6 nominations and can still accept additional nominations. Dennert thanked 
Gray for highlighting the National Suicide Prevention Hotline, it is helpful to talk about this issue. 
Dennert inquired about a broken slide at Rancho Tapo Community Park and the possibility of a Zoom 
session regarding graffiti removal. Nakaoka replied the slide has been ordered, we are currently 
waiting for delivery. Nakaoka added a Zoom training for graffiti removal would be possible. 

12. REPORT BY DISTRICT MANAGER - Comments were provided by Dan Paranick. There is an 
Eagle Scout interested in replacing signs at Corriganville Park. The I st interviews for the Director of 
Recreation position were held this week and went well. The Simi Sunrise Rotary group will be 
hosting an employee appreciation lunch Friday at the Activity Center for District employees. Staff is 
moving ahead with the outreach plan, there will be an update for the Board in the next month or so. 
Staff is currently looking into options for a website upgrade as well. So far there has been I applicant 
for the Apiary (Beekeeping) permit. The Rotary will be replacing a burnt sign in the Corriganville 
area. Chief Rosales was a guest on The Ranch Radio Station this week. During the recent wind events, 
Waste Management lost their fencing that keeps trash from blowing around, they are currently 
working on picking up the trash in Alamos Canyon. The total amount of wind damaged sustained at 
the District came to $31,451, an insurance claim has been submitted for the damages. 

Future Agenda Items: Skate Plaza design concern and lighting, District Emergency Plan, new District 
Trail Guides, Certificates to Mike Kuhn and 805 Goats, After-School Club fees, the District's 601h 

anniversary, and Solar Energy analysis. 

Committee Activity: a 2nd Special Needs Committee will be scheduled and there is a possibility of a 
special Oak Park Planning Committee meeting. 

13. CLOSED SESSION - NONE 

14. ADJOURNMENT- Chair Dennert adjourned the Meeting at 9:00pm. 

Dan Paranick, District Clerk 
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